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Continuing the work synthesized in the Commission on 
Reading report "Becoming a Nation of Readers," this guide charts 31 
programs (described in "Educational Programs That Work") validated by 
the National Diffusion Network that meet the commission's 17 major 
recommendations. The guide will enable educators to see which of the 
validated programs they can use to improve their reading programs in 
any of the recommended areas, which include working with parents to 
foster reading at home, instructional materials :^nd approaches, 
classroom environment, reading and writing assessment, and teacher 
education and professional development. (RTH) 



* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made 

* from the original document. 
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Becoming a Nation of Readers, the report of the 
National Commission on Reading, has synthesized 
the extensive research base on reading. This 
authoritative document brings the best available 
knowledge about reading one step closer to ready 
use in schools and classrooms. The Regional 
Laborato^r for Educational Improvement of the 
Northeast and Islands, one of nine regional educa- 
tional laboratories devoted to helping educators 
use research results, continues the important 
work of the National Commission by offering this 
Guide, 

The chart to the right displays 31 available alter- 
natives that can meet each of the Commission's 
17 major rec^-mmandations. Based on a thorough 
analysis of nationally validated programs, this chart 
enables educators to rapidly see which of these 
classroom-tested programs they can use to 
improve their reading programs in any of the 
recommended areas. And they car. ake strong 
steps immediately, without expensive 
development. 

Each of the programs represented has been vali- 
dated as effective by the UL, Department of Edu- 
cation and has proven that it can meet the needs 
of others in similar locations! Additional informa- 
tion about the progi jms and further assistance are 
available from any of the nine regional educational 
laboratories or the 53 State Fadlitators of the 
National Diffusion Network, sponsor of the vali- 
dated programs. The NDN designates a State 
Facilitator in each state to help schools find and 
adopt exemplary NDN programs that best meet 
their needs. Contact information for the regional 
labs and State Facilitators as well as ordering infor- 
mation for relevant publications is included in this 
Guide, 

The correspondence between recommendations and 
programs, as show.i on thb Cuidt, b based upon information 
provided by each of the NDN Prognms represented. 
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VALIDATED PROGRAMS OF THE NATION AL"DIFFUSION NETWORK 



becoming a Nation of Readers 
RECOMMENDATIONS 




Becoming a Nation of Readers 
RECOMMENDATIONS 



Parents should read co preschool children and 
infomultjf teach chem about reading and wricinj. 




Parents should support school-agew children's 
conunued {rowth as readers. 
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Preschool and kindergarten reading readiness pro- 
grams should focus on reading, ¥mong. and onl 
language. 

Teachers should maintain classrooms that are 
both sdmulating and disciplined. 



Teachers of beginning reading should present 
well-designed phorucs instruction. 
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Rea \\ni primers should be interesting, compre 
heriiUe. and give children opportuniries to apply 
^onia. 
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Teachers should devote more time to comprehen- 
sion instruction. 



Children should spend less time completing 
workbooks and skill sheets. 



ChiMren should spend more D'me in independent 
reading. 
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Chiklren should spend more ome wriut^. 
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Textbooks should coTtCatn adequate explanadons 
of important concepts. 
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Schools should cultivate an ethos that supports 
reading 
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Schools should maintain well-stocked and 
managed libraries. 
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Schools should introduce more comprehensive 
assessments of reading and writing. 
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Schools should attract and hold more able 
teachers. 
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Teacher eduaoon programs shouki be lengthened 
and improved in quaTity. 
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Schools should provide for the continuing profes- 
sional developmenc of tsachcn. 
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The work upon which this publication is based was performed pursuant to Contract No. 400-86-OOOS of 
the NIE of the U.S. Department of Education. It does not, however, necessarily reflect the views of the 
agency, the Department, or any other agency of the U.S. Government. 

The National Diffusion Network and the work of the Commission on Reading are also programs of the US. 
Department of Education. 
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Booming o Nation of Readers: The Report of the Commission on 
Reading is available from the University of Illinois. Mail requests to: 

Becoming a Nation of Readers 
RO. Box 2774, Station A 
Champaign, IL 61820-8774 

Price is $4.50 per copy, post paid; $150.00 per box of 50. 



All NDN programs are described more fully in the NDN cata- 
logue EducaVonat Programs That Work available from your 
regional lab or irom: 

Sopris West Incorporated 
1 1 20 Delaware Avenue 
Longmont. Colorado 80501 
(303) 651-2829. 

Price is $7.95 per copy plus $2.00 shipping. 

Contact information for NDN State Facilitators is also found 
in the catalogue. Or contact your State Education Agency to 
locate the Facilitator that serves your area. 



Educational Programs 
That Work 




iiGli 



LINKING 

n o r\ -r /-<v Implementing the Recommendations of Becoming a Nation of Readers: A Guide for Practi- 
K a U I vJ . . ^ 

m^^^l^^^ tiorters is the first in the Linking R&D to Practice series of The Regional Laboratory for 
PRACTICE Educational Improvement of the Northeast and Islands, 290 South Main Street. 
Andover, Massachusetts 01810. 



ERIC 



7 



iM The Regional Laboratory 

bar for Educational Improvement of the yortheast & Islands 



(serving CT MA, ME, NH, NY, Rl, VT, Puerto Rico, and the US. Virgin Islands) 
is headquartered at 

290 South Main Street 
Andover, Massachusetts 01810 
617/470-0098 

The other regional educational laboratories are 



MID-ATLANTIC REGION: 

(DC, DE, MD, NJ, PA) 

Research for Better Schools 
444 North Third Street 
Philadelphia, PA 19123 
215/574-9300 

SOUTHEASTERN REGION: 

(AU PL, GA, MS, NC, SC) 

Southeastern Educational Improvement 

Laboratory 
Post Office Box 12746 
200 Park. Suite 204 
Research Triangle Park. NC 27709 
919/549-8216 

APPALACHIAN REGION: 

(KX TN, VA, WV) 

Appalachia Educational Laboratory 
Post Office Box 1348 
Charleston, WV 25325 
304/347-0400 

NORTH CENTRAL REGION: 

(lA, ILJN,MI, MN,OH,Wl) 

North Central Regional Educational Laboratory 
295 Emroy Avenue 
Elmhurst. IL 60126 
312/941-7677 



CENTRAL REGION: 

(CO, KS, MO, NB, ND, SD, WY) 

Mid»Continent Regional Educational Laboratory 

Suite 201 

12500 East lliff 

Aurora. CO 80014 

303/337-0990 

NORTHWESTERN/PACIFIC 
BASIN REGION: 

(AK. HI, ID, MT, OR, WA, U.S. Pacific Jurisdiction) 

Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory 
300 S.W. Sixth Avenue 
Portland. OR 97204 
503/248-6800 

SOUTHWESTERN REGION: 

(AR, LA, NM, OK, TX) 

Southwest Educational Development Laboratory 
211 East Seventh Street 
Austin. TX 78701 
512/476-6861 

WESTERN REGION: 

(AZ, CA, NV, UT) 

Far West Laboratory for Educational Research 

and Development 
1855 Folsom Street 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415/565-3000 



Copyrights d U S postage stamp on the cover reproduced with the permission of the U S Postal Service 
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Easy-tomse Guide to Implement 
the Recommendations of Becoming a Nation of Readers 



Bccoaint • Wation of Kfders synthesisM the •xt«n«ive resMrch b««* on 
reading. Prepartd by the CoHlssion on leading of the Rational Asadc^ of 
Education and aponaored by the national Inatitutc of Education, thia 
authoritative docw^nt brings the beat available knowledge one atep cloaer to 
ready u»e by practitionera* 

Continuing f.iia important progreaa and enacting its viaaion aa a link between 
the reaults of reaearch and the realitiea of practice, The Regional Uboratory 
for Educational laprovcaent of the Mortheaat and Islands has prepared an 
eaay-to-use tool for iaprovcMnt-oricnted practitioners, topl—entini the 
Racopwendations of Bcco«ing a Ration of Reade rs: A Guide for Practitioners 
offera a frasework for action designed to help educators focus their efforts 
and enact proven reading prograas. 

Based on a thoroufh analysis of nationally validated programs, the Guide for 
Practitioners displays available alternatives that can meet each of the 
Coanlssion^l? «ajor recoaa^ndations . Educators who select one or more of 
the »ajor recomendations as the focus for improviag their reading programs 
can rapidly aee Which of 31 classroom-tested program could help th«» take 
atrong ateps ianedUtely without expensive development. Ptarther information 
about the progr«s and further assistance is available from any of the nine 
regional education laboratories or the 53 State Pacilitators of the Rational 
Diffusion Retwork, tponsor of the validated programs. Contact information for 
the regional laba as veil as ordering information for relevant publications is 
included in The Guide . 

To orijtr The Guide ^ complete the information below and »tn(i to: 
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The Regional Laboratory 



Publications Department 
290 South Main Street 
Andover, Massachusetts 01810 



Please send copies of implementing the Recomme ndations of Becoming a 

Ration of ReSdeTsT A Guide for Practitioners at $2.50 per copy (postage and 
handling included) or *2.00 per copy ior quantities over 20. Additional 
discounts for large orders are available. Total I . 

Ugj^ . Organiration 

Address State Zip 

All orders from individuals and all rrders for less than $25.00 must be 
PREPAID. Orders not prepaid must be accompanied by a purchase order. 

The Regional Ub, 290 Sooth Main Street, Andover, Mass. 01810 617-470-0098 
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